
                      

    10-18-2016 
 
On 10-18-2016 the Town of Springerville started distributing a Tier 2 Public Notice for a Combined 
Radium MCL violation issued for 3rd quarter 2016, at both EPDS002 and EPDS003.  These are two wells 
that that are connected to the water system that are only in use during the past summer months for 
additional needs. These wells are not the sole source of water for the Town.  
 
The current water system and water tanks are not in exceedance for Combined Radium MCL. There is 
no emergency. 
 
The Town has been in contact with the Apache County Health Department, and is aware of this notice. 
There is no concern or emergency.  
 
For more information, please contact the Town of Springerville at 928-333-5016. 

 

  Radium in Drinking Water 
What Is Radium?  

Radium (Ra) is a naturally occurring radioactive element that is present in varying amounts 
in rocks and soil within the earth’s crust. Small amounts of radium also can be found in 
groundwater supplies. Radium can be present in several forms, called isotopes. The most 
common isotopes in Illinois groundwater are Ra-226 and Ra-228. The main type of 
radiation emitted by radium is the alpha particle. 

Is Radium In My Water? 

Surface water is usually low in radium but groundwater can contain high levels of radium 
depending on local geology. Deep bedrock aquifers used for drinking water sometimes 
contain levels of Ra-226 and Ra-228 that exceed health-based regulatory standards. In 
Illinois, high radium levels occur primarily in the northern third of the state due to the 
presence of radium in the granite bedrock that surrounds aquifers from which water supplies 
are drawn. 

Most of the private wells in Illinois draw their well water from aquifers that are much 
shallower than those used by public water supplies. Most shallow aquifers do not contain 
higher levels of radium. However, radium has been found in some private and public wells. 
Radium cannot be seen, tasted, or smelled in your drinking water. Unless your private water 
supply has been tested for radium, you should not assume your water is radium-free. All 
public water supplies are tested regularly for radium. 



Is Radium In Water Harmful To My Health? 

Radium in water may pose a hazard to human health when the water is used for drinking or 
cooking. Only a small portion of ingested radium is absorbed from the digestive tract and 
distributed throughout the body. The rest is passed unchanged from the body. Some 
absorbed radium is excreted in urine. Absorbed radium behaves similarly to calcium and is 
deposited in the tissues of the body, especially bone. Any radiation received externally 
through showering, washing, or other uses is not a hazard since alpha particles do not travel 
through your skin. 

Internally deposited radium emits alpha particles that may then damage surrounding tissue. 
Studies of workers exposed to high levels of radium and other sources of alpha radiation for 
extended periods show that high levels of radium may cause depression of the immune 
system, anemia, cataracts, and fractured teeth. Exposure to high levels of radium also has 
shown an increased incidence of bone, liver and breast cancer.  

Is There A Safe Level Of Radium In Drinking Water? 

Based upon our current knowledge, it is assumed that any radiation exposure carries some 
degree of risk. However, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has 
established a maximum contaminant level (MCL) for radium in public water supplies of 5 
picoCuries per liter (pCi/L). The MCL for radium has been set well below levels for which 
health effects have been observed and is therefore assumed to be protective of public health. 
Public water supplies whose radium levels exceed 5 pCi/L are required to notify the public 
that the water exceeded the MCL. They also must evaluate ways to reduce the radium levels 
in the water. Individuals may test their private wells and use the MCL of 5 pCi/L as a 
guideline. 

 


